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 CURRICULUM VITAE

Ombretta Agrò Andruff

72 1/2 Irving Place, Apt. 3

New York, New York 10003

Phone: (212) 473-4464

Fax: (212) 473-4643

Email: ombretta@ombrettaagro.com
www.ombrettaagro.com

Personal

Born January 31, 1971, in Torino, Italy.  

Currently residing in New York City.
Achievements/Awards

Earned a twelve-month scholarship from the American Field Service to study in the United States in my Senior year of High School in 1988/89.

Earned a six-month scholarship in 1992, from the Erasmus Project to study History of Art, Spanish Literature and Spanish Philology, at the University of Murcia, Spain. 

Earned a three-month internship position at Artists Space in New York city in  1997/98.

2001: made final cut for the prestigious De Appel curatorial program.

2003: scholarship to attend a post-graduate course for International Cultural Management organized by the Fitzcarraldo Foundation of Turin, Italy, and the ICCM (International Center for Cultural Management) in Salzburg, Austria (November 2003-July 2004).

Education

Post-gradudate degree in International Cultural Management, ICCM Salzburg and Fitzcarraldo Foundation, Torino, 2004.

MFA from Universita` di Siena, Siena, Italy with a Major in Contemporary Art, 1995

Universita` di Torino, Italy, with a Literature and Fine Arts Major, 1992

Graduated from Dos Palos High School, in Dos Palos, CA., in 1988.

Graduated from Liceo Scientifico Gino Segre (Scientific High School), in Torino, Italy, 1989

Fluent in English, French, Spanish and Italian.

Lectures

December 2000, Lecture at School of Visual Arts, New York, NY. Art as Idea: Art and Politics.  

July 2001, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY.  I.P.O. (Initial Public Offering): New Artists – New Curators.  A monthly series of salon style dialogues between emerging curators and artists.

May 2002, Nomads & Residents at Engine 27.  Presentation of past and current curatorial activity along with Eric Rosenzveig, Director of one of New York’s leading experimental sound galleries, Engine 27.


March 2004, Conceptual Art Today at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY.  

April 2005, NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT SYMPOSIUM: Arts + Activism, New York University, NY, NY

May 2005, Presentation of the ATOMICA: Making the Invisible Visible project at the UN during the NPT Renew Conference.

September 2005, After Hiroshima Symposium, Kingston University, London, UK

June 2006, The art of being a curator, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, Venice, Italy

March 2007, ATOA (Artists talk on Art), at School of Visual Arts, Let the Sound do the Talking , moderator for panel discussion about Sound Art

July 2007, Technarte, Bilbao, Spain.  Presented the project created for the Winter Olmpic Games, Echoes from the Mountains- Suoni in Alta Quota

Septemer 2007, Religare Arts Initiative launch, New Delhi.

Publications/Catalogues
Besides having published articles on magazines such as Arte Critica, Tema Celeste, The Art Tribune, NY Arts Magazine, Inside, Ombretta Agró Andruff has written essays for the following books/catalogues:

· Suspended, an interview with Cosimo Di Leo Ricatto, Charta Editions, Milan, Italy, 2001

· The Evocations of Subterranean Worlds: Notes on a Journey to the Center of the Earth (and beyond) in the company of Angelo Musco, in Operaprena, Charta Editions, Milan, Italy, 2003
· Birgit Ramsauer: Mapping the Social Behaviour, A.R.T. Press, San Francisco, 2003

· L’arte contemporanea italiana nel mondo, Pier Luigi Sacco, Walter Santagata, Michele Trimarchi.  Indagine sull’arte contemporanea italiana a New York.  Commissioned by MiBAC/DARC (Ministero dei Beni Culturali - Direzione Generale per l’asrchitettura e l’arte contemporanea), SKIRA Editions, 2005.

· Atomicwerk: When the Invisible becomes Visible, a new work by Stefano Cagol, Forte Strino, Summer 2005

· Il Fundraising per la Cultura, curated by Pier Luigi Sacco, Meltemi Editore, Rome, 2006.

· Home Sweet Home, Feb. – Oct. 2009.  Essays for brochure and catalogue of the exhibition by the same title.  Dorsky Gallery Curatorial Projects (Feb-Apr, 2009), NY; Religare Art, October 2009, New Delhi
· The Hear and Now Paradigm, Oct. 2010. Essay for catalogue for Joe Diebes solo show Chronology, Paul Rodgers Gallery, NYC 
· Iconoclasts & Iconodules, Jan. 2011. Essay for catalogue for exhibition by the same title at Religare Art, Jan-Feb. 2011.

Professional Associations


Member of IKT, International Association of Curators of Contemporary Art


Member of Art Table, Association of professional women in the arts


Collaboration with private art dealer Pat Caporaso, 2000-present

April-September 2005, Director of Esso Gallery, NY, NY.

President and co-founder of Agró/Glickman STEP (1) (www.step1art.com), private art dealers and curatorial services, 2005-2010
International art advisor for Religare Arts Initiative (www.religarearts.com), New Delhi, 2007-present

Curatorial Experience


-1995-

April/May, 1995, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).


VERSUS: group show of 12 Italian leading contemporary artists. (with catalogue)


June/July, 1995, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

BEL-GIO: group show of 16 artists from Belgium belonging to different generations and tendencies: Bervoets, Charlier, De Bisschere, Fabre, Fauville, Kasimir, Kinrad, Koning, Nellens, Ronflette, Stockmans, Sweetlove, Tapta, Wastijn & Deschuymer. (with catalogue)

July/September, 1995, Tour Fromage, Aosta.

USA V.d.A..: Exhibition of maquettes of monumental outdoor sculptures created by international artists and exhibited at the “Lookout Sculpture Park” in Pennsylvania. (with catalogue)

October/November, 1995, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

KONRAD LORENZ’S DUCK: group show of 4 young Italian artists and 4 emerging artists from United Kingdom: Botto & Bruno, Cattelan, Collishaw, Frankland, Galli, Hirst, Nelson, Vetrugno. (with catalogue)

-1996-

January/February, 1996, Ex-Palazzo del Comune, Sestriere (Torino)

FRANCIA-ITALIA: presenze in quota (France-Italy: presences on quota): group show organized in collaboration with the MAPRA (Maison des arts plastiques Rhone-Alpes) of Lyon, France with 9 French and 14 Italian artists.

June, 1996, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

VERSUS II: group show of 19 international artists (from Italy, France, Holland, United Kingdom, Finland and U.S.A.). (with catalogue)

October, 1996, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

MODERNITA` - PROGETTO 2000: in collaboration with the Palazzo Bricherasio Foundation, Torino. A juried exhibition involving 80 artists coming from all over the world, exposed part at the Ex-Lanificio Bona in Carignano, part at the Palazzo Bricherasio located in the heart of Torino. (with catalogue)

October, 1996, Ferrante Aporti Juvenile prison, Torino.

ARTE CONTEMPORANEA AL FERRANTE APORTI (Contemporary Art at the Ferrante Aporti): 4 Italian artists (Cinalli, Meneghello, Taliano, and Sibona) created works of art working inside the Institute, a juvenile hall, along with small groups of young prisoners.  Final show held inside the Institute on October 12, 1996. (with catalogue)

-1997- 
January/February, 1997, Ski-resort of Sestriere(Torino) and Palazzo Bricherasio, Torino.

BORDER – FRONTIERE PER L’INFINITO (Border – Frontiers to the endlessness): 6 leading Italian contemporary artists (Dynys, Vetrugno, Meneghello, Cordero, Karpuseeler) conceived a project to celebrate the World Ski Championship held in Sestriere, Torino, during the month of February 1997.  The official unveiling of the 6 works was held at the Palazzo Bricherasio on January 28, 1997. (with catalogue)

April/May, 1997, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

PIER LUIGI MENEGHELLO e LINDA POST: a double solo exhibition showing an  extensive representation of the body of work of the two artists, Pier Luigi Meneghello from Italy and Linda Post from New York. (with catalogue)

June/July, 1997, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

VERSUS III: third show of this successful series focused on promoting the work of young emerging artists from all over the world.  19 artists coming from Italy, France, U.S.A., Korea and Germany. (with catalogue)

October, 1997, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

GENERAZIONE ’80 (The 80’s generation): in collaboration with the Regione Piemonte. Group show of 20 artists from Torino whose career started in the 80’s. (with catalogue)
-1998-
April/May, 1998, Ex-Lanificio Bona, Carignano (Torino).

DENNIS OPPENHEIM:  a solo show of the world wide renowned American artist, following his major retrospective held at the Venice Biennial in 1997.

-1999-

March/April, 1999, Maria Cilena Gallery, Milano.

PAINT A RUMOUR: a group show of 5 young painters, of which 2 Americans, 1 from Martinique and 2 Italians.

May, 1999, Limelight Gallery, New York.

AND SHE SAID, “LET THERE BE LIGHT…”: a show which brings together three artists who work with holograms, lights effects and luminous images. 

June/July, 1999, Maze Gallery, Torino.

THE OTHER SIDE OF NEW YORK: a group show of 7 emerging artists “discovered” in New York, of which 2 Americans, 2 Norwegians, 1 Korean, 1 from Beirut, 1 from Martinique.  

-2000-

March/April 2000, GAle GAtes et al., Brooklyn, New York.

NA.TO.: a surveys on the Italian contemporary art scene through the works of 14 artists from Naples and Torino. 

September 2000, Trans Hudson Gallery, New York, NY.

FABULAE… FABULARUM: a group show of 11 international artists whose work deals with the fairy tales world. (with Catalogue)

October 2000, Palma-Valdes Gallery, Santiago, Chile.

Group show of 8 photographers active in New York.  Co-curated with Isabel Klotz.

November 2000, Maze Art Gallery, Turin, Italy.

FOREVER, solo show of Neapolitan artist Piero Golia. (with Catalogue)

December 2000, OK Harris Gallery, New York, NY.

Coordination of opening event for solo exhibition of artist Shimon Okshteyn.

- 2001-

Februray 2001, Casa Italiana Zerilli Marimò at New York University, New York NY.

MARTINI & ROSSI 100 YEARS. AN EXHIBITION.  An exhibition of original posters from the advertising campaign of the Italian company selected from the in-house collection. 

August 2001, Queens Museum of Art, Queens New York. One night event with video-artists, musicians and performers organized in collaboration with Leeza Ahmady.

September 2001, Chelsea/Meat Market areas, New York, NY.

THE FREIGHT ELEVATOR PROJECT, in collaboration with the Downtown Arts festival. 8 international artists are invited to create site-specific installations in freight and passenger elevators in the galleries buildings in the Chelsea and Meat Market districts.

September 2001, Cecilie Dahl: SUCKERS, Velan Center for Contemporary Art, Turin, Italy.  Solo show of Norwegian artist Cecilie Dahl. (with Catalogue)

November 2001, Cosimo di Leo Ricatto: SUSPENDED, Velan Center for Contemporary Art, Turin, Italy. (with Catalogue)

Solo show of Italian artist Cosimo di Leo Ricatto. 

- 2002-

January-September, 2002: research period with on-site extensive studio visits throughout Northern Europe to prepare for a Nordic group show curated in collaboration with Norwegian curators Camilla Eeg and Per Gunnar Tverbakk.  

October 2002.  Brooklyn, NY.

THE FREIGHT ELEVATOR PROJECT II, in collaboration with the d.u.m.b.o. art under the bridge festival.  20 international artists created site-specific installations for freight and passenger elevators throughout the D.U.M.B.O. neighborhood

- 2003 - 
March 2003, in collaboration with LMCC and the 2003 Armory Show, Pier 92, New York, NY.

BEYOND METAMORPHOSIS, presented by the 2003 Armory Show, a site-specific installation by artist Victor Matthews.  2985 painted umbrellas with monarch butterflies positioned inside Pier 92 to commemorate the victims of 9/11.

June-July 2003, PLAY Gallery, Berlin

Participated as invited curator to the video-festival FAIR-PLAY which presented the works of 16 emerging video artists proposed by 8 international curators.

October 2003, Brooklyn, NY

THE SIDEWALK PROJECT, in collaboration with the d.u.m.b.o. art under the bridge festival.  Artist Caitlin Masley created several “sets” throughout the neighborhood with her large scale photographs which were enlivened by the performances by artists Angelo Musco and Maia Anthea Marinelli.  

December 2003, Miami Beach, FL.

STYLIN’, in collaboration with Fashion Peace, Code Management and the 2003 Miami Basel Art Fair.  7 International artists investigate the love-hate relationship between the art and the fashion worlds. With John Grande, Cecilie Dahl, Laura Masserdotti, Maia Anthea Marinelli, Cristina Lucas, Navin Norling and Jason Baerg.

- 2004 -

March 2004, in collaboration with the 2004 Armory Show, Piers 90 & 92, New York, NY.ILLA, a one-night performance conceived by artist Angelo Musco. 46 models, 23 women and 23 man took over the 2 illy VIP lounges in both piers to create the shape of the male (XY) and female (XX) chromosomes. 

October 2004, PLAY Gallery for still and motion pictures, Berlin 

POWER PLAY, solo show of Swedish video artist Cecilia Lundqvist.

- 2005 - 
March 2005, PARTHENOGENESIS, in collaboration with the 2005 Armory Show, Atrium Garden, New York, NY.  A one-night installation by Italian artist Angelo Musco.  The project consisted of an enormous white dress with a circular base of 30-feet in diameter, held up by 11 statuesque pregnant women frozen in place, covered in white make-up, white wigs, and even white contact lenses
June-July 2005, ATOMICA: Making the Invisible Visible, a group show held at Esso Gallery and Lombard-Freid Fine Arts, 531 West 26th Street, NY, NY.  ATOMICA brings together a group of 35 international artists of different backgrounds and generations in an interactive dialog on the subject of nuclear threat which is as much of a presence today as it was sixty years ago.

October 2005, Brooklyn Vibes, at the d.u.m.b.o. art under the bridge festival, Brooklyn, NY. A series of sound installations by 7 international artists displayed in public outdoors and indoors spaces throughout the neighborhood.

November 2005, Parthenogenesis II, galleria illy, New York, NY.  An exhibition and fundraiser for and by Angelo Musco.

- 2006 - 

February 2006, Echoes from the Mountains – Suoni in Alta Quota, 2006 Winter Olympic Games, Torino, Italy.  6 international artists (Charlie Morrow, Joe Diebes, Stephen Vitiello, Enrico Glerean, ZimmerFrei, Phil Kline) create sound-installations and performances to be displayed in the mountain resorts in the Susa Valley which will be host to the Olympic races. 

July 2006, Art Times Squared, Hangar-7, Salzburg, Austria.  7 New York-based curators invited 7 New York-based painters to present their most recent works in this stunning venue owned by the founder of Red Bull.  Amongst the other curators: Alanna Heiss, Director of P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center; Dan Cameron, Senior Curator at the New Museum of Contemporary Art; Jeffrey Deitch, Founder of Deitch Projects.

October 2006, Mediterraneo, Chelsea Art Museum, NYC.  A solo show of the Italian collective Alterazioni Video curated in collaboration with Manon Slome, curator of the Chelsea Art Museum.

December 2006, Parthenogenesis, re-presented the one-night performance by Angelo Musco at Nikki Beach during Art Basel Miami / ScopeMiami with Agró/Glickman STEP (1)

- 2008- 

February 2008: Nightmares & Dreamscapes, Alberto Peola Gallery, Torino, Italy.  7 New York-based painters are presenting their works for the first time to an Italian audience.  Works by Zachary Clement, Jeffrey Beebe, John Grande, Bradley Castellanos, Jonathan Podwill, Ana Garcés Kiley, Dasha Shishkin

November 2008: The Ego, The Persona, The Shadow and the Wise Old Man (or was it the Great Mother?), The Guild Art Gallery, NYC.  The show brings together six international artists who through their practice, have often helped themselves, and those around them, to identify and, quite literally, bring to surface the “archetypes” that Karl Jung identifies in his theory. Jaishri Abichandani, Betty Bee, Zachary Clement, Christine Kim, Rachana Nagarkar, and Rakhi Peswani
November 2008: Untitled (Not Here), Alberto Peola Gallery, Torino, Italy.  A solo exhibition by NY-based painter John Jurayj.

- 2009 - 

February-April 2009: Home Sweet Home, Dorsky Gallery Curatorial Programs, Long Island City, NY, a group show dealing with issues related to domestic violence, showcasing works by Cecilia Lundqvist, Ronald Morán, Betty Bee, Giulia Caira, Ultra Violet, Marko Maetamm, Kryzsztof Wodizcko.

September 2009: The Peekskill Project, in collaboration with the HVCCA (Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art), Peekskill, NY.

October 2009: Home Sweet Home, Religare Arts Initiative – Arts.i gallery, New Delhi, India.  A revised version of the exhibition showcased in New York, featuring: Betty Bee, Giulia Caira, Cecilia Lundqvist, Marko Maetamm, Shelly Bahl, Chintan Upadhyay, Sanchayan Ghosh, Gopika Chowfla, Ultra Violet

December 2009: Time After Self Portrait, an installation and performance by Marya Kazoun at Marquis, Miami, and Art Asia art fair, during Art Basel Miami 2009.

- 2010 –

March 2010: The Sweet Shop project, presented by Agró/Glickman STEP (1) at Scope NY 2010.  An installation by Pratima Naithani

April 2010: Art-quitectonica.  A two-person show with Monika Bravo and Silvio Wolf at the Atrium at 750 th Avenue. 

- 2011 – 

January 2011: Iconoclasts & Iconodules, Religare Art, New Delhi.  A group show of 16 international artists: Jeffrey Beebe, Anita Dube, John Grande, Reena Saini Kallat , Daniela Kostova, Julius Macwan, Jagannath Panda, Lorenzo Pizzanelli & Fariba Ferdosi, Pasha Radetzki, T.V. Santhosh, Tom Schmelzer, Matt Sheridan, Avishek Sen, Gagan deep Singh, Federico Solmi.
 

PAGE  
8

